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This classroom guide for Huck Finn is designed 
for Alabama students ranging from grades K-12. 
It offers activities to help you integrate 
classroom activities into  English Language Arts 
(ELA), Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, 
Music, and Theatre curricula. 

All activities in this guide are linked to the 
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A NOTE TO FELLOW EDUCATORS

Greetings!

We are excited for you and your students to attend 
Huck Finn, based on the novel by Mark Twain and adapted for 
the stage by Eric Schmiedl at the Birmingham Children’s 
Theatre. We invite you to use this packet in your classroom to 
prepare for and reflect on your upcoming visit.

This packet is designed to assist you in introducing the play’s 
plot, characters, settings, language, and themes to your 
students. We encourage you to use these activities prior to the 
show to guide your students to a better understanding and 
enjoyment of what they will see at the theatre, and also after 
you visit to reinforce the show’s themes and tie them into the 
STEM curriculum. 

Thank you for helping to extend the learning process beyond 
theatre walls and for instilling an appreciation of the arts in the 
lives of Birmingham children. 

See you at the theatre!

Birmingham Children’s Theatre



YOUR ROLE AS THE AUDIENCE

Dear Audience Members,

Birmingham Children’s Theatre is excited to welcome you as a 
member of our audience! Theatre is a world of imagination and 
fun, where the impossible comes to life. The audience is an 
extremely important part of our storytelling, so before you 
attend a performance we want to share a few theatre etiquette 
guidelines with you.

Do:
•	 Feel free to laugh, gasp, and applaud!
•	 Participate when asked
•	 Arrive on time (30 min early is a good goal)
•	 Turn off and put away ALL electronics
•	 Sit in your assigned seating (an usher will help you)

Don’t:
•	 Talk, wave, or shout during the performance
•	 Eat or drink

Thank you for playing your part! We are excited to share our 
production with you!

Birmingham Children’s Theatre



PLOT SUMMARY

     Two runaways – a boy and a slave – 
team up for adventure on the mighty Mississippi! 
Huckleberry Finn finds freedom on the run, 
out-thinking colorful con-men, narrowly escaping 
a family feud, and even passing as a girl as he and 
Jim make their way down the “big river.” On the 
journey, they learn lessons of integrity, dignity, and 
friendship. At turns dramatic then hilarious, two 
performers and one storytelling troubadour play 
a dozen characters in this timeless tale, uniquely 
adapted from Mark Twain’s classic American novel.
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THEATRE

BEFORE THE PERFORMANCE:
1. Huck Finn is a stage play. 
    What is a stage play?
•	 	 How is a play similar to a TV show or movie?
•	 	 How is it different?

2. Who Performs the parts (roles) in a play?
•	 	 What kinds of skills do you think performers need to have 
    	 to perform in plays?
•	 	 Who else works on plays? 
    	 (Remember: you may not see them on stage!)

DURING THE PERFORMANCE:
1. When you watch a play, you are a member of the audience. 
    What kinds of things should you do as an audience member?
    Examples:	
•	 	 Pay attention
•	 	 Laugh when something funny happens
•	 	 Clap if you enjoy something

2. What kinds of things should you not do as an audience member?
    Examples:
•	 	 Talk to your neighbor
•	 	 Use a cellphone during the performance
•	 	 Yell at the actors (unless they ask you to!)

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
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THEATRE

AFTER THE PERFORMANCE:
1. What did you think of the play?
•	 	 If you’d read The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
	 beforehand, how was the book similar to the play?
•	 	 How was it different?

2. Describe the performers in the play.	
•	 	 What did they do to make their characters special 
	 (different from other characters)?
•	 	 How did they use their bodies to play their characters 
	 (using voice, movement, etc.)?
•	 	 Did you see anyone else who worked on the play besides 
	 the performers on stage?

3. Describe the characters’ costumes.
•	 	 What did each character’s costume tell you about that character?
•	 	 Did any of the performers change costumes?
•	 	 If so, why do you think they needed to change costumes?

4. Describe the set of the play.
•	 	 Did it have a lot of locations?
•	 	 Did it look like a place you’ve been before?
•	 	 How did different lighting change how the set looked 
	 for different scenes?

5. Did the play have music in it?
•	 	 If so, was it only in the background, or did it help tell the story?
•	 	 What instruments did you hear in the music?

6. If you were going to direct Huck Finn,
    how would your prodection be different than the play you saw by BCT?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS CONT.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

BCT MUST READS
For each of our productions at BCT, we choose a few themes related to the show. 
Then, we create a list of BCT Must-Reads on those themes.

Themes are the main ideas behind a book or other literary work. 
Huck Finn has several themes of varying importance, 
including guilt, empathy, education, and racism.

•	 The Innocents Abroad 1869
•	 The Gilded Age 1873
•	 The Adventures of Tom Sawyer 1876
•	 The Prince and the Pauper 1881
•	 Life on the Mississippi 1883
•	 The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 1885
•	 A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court 1889
•	 The Tragedy of Pudd’nhead Wilson 1894
•	 Personal Recollections of Joan of Arc Vol. 1 1896
•	 Personal Recollections of Joan of Arc Vol. 2 1896
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

BCT MUST READS CONT.
Read them as a class or let students choose two or more to read. 
Then use these questions for discussion or book reports:

THEME:
How did the different themes show in each book? Explain.

SETTING:
Describe the settings of each book.
•	 	 What details can you remember?
•	 	 Were the settings similar to a place you know or a place you’ve visited?
•	 	 How were the settings similar to each other? How were they different?

CHARACTERS:
1. Who were the main characters of each book?
2. Did any characters show up in more than one book?
3. Were the characters of one book similar another book’s characters in any other ways?
4. How were the characters related to the theme? Explain.

PLOT:
1. What did the main characters of the books want most?
2. Did anyone or anything stand between the main characters and their goals?
3. Did the main characters get what they wanted? How?
4. How were the plots of the books similar? How were they different?
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HISTORY
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HISTORY

STEAMBOAT BROCHURE

Created By:

Create a brochure advertising a steamboat cruise on the Mississippi. Imagine this brochure
being handed out in Cairo or New Orleans in 1850. What are some fun attractions? What 
might be on the menu? How many people would be on the Steamboat?
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READING/HISTORY & GEOGRAPHY

THE MIGHTY MISSISSIPPI

CONT.
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READING/HISTORY & GEOGRAPHY

THE MIGHTY MISSISSIPPI CONT.

CONT.
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READING/HISTORY & GEOGRAPHY

THE MIGHTY MISSISSIPPI CONT.

CONT.
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READING/HISTORY & GEOGRAPHY

THE MIGHTY MISSISSIPPI - WORKSHEET

CONT.
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READING/HISTORY & GEOGRAPHY

THE MIGHTY MISSISSIPPI - WORKSHEET CONT.
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READING/HISTORY & GEOGRAPHY

THE MIGHTY MISSISSIPPI - ANSWER KEY
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READING/ELA

1. Cause and Effect: The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn is a great novel for doing reading activities 
about cause and effect. For students to do one of the easiest activities with this reading skill, they need 
index cards, a pencil, a partner, and their Huckleberry Finn novels.
2. Students pair up and decide who will write the first cause.
3. The first student writes any cause from Mark Twain’s book on an index card. 
She includes the chapter and the page number for easy reference. For example, she would
write: “Cause: Huckleberry Finn wants people to think he is dead (page #).”
4. She gives the card to her partner, and the partner reads the cause. Then her partner
writes the effect on another index card. For example, the second student would write:
“Effect: Huckleberry Finn shot a pig and made it look like he had been killed.”
5. The first student reads this effect. Then the first student writes another cause on her
index card from anywhere in the story.
6. Once the students have written three causes and effects, they switch roles and write
three more.
7. Students can save these index cards, mix them up, and trade with another pair of
students who have finished their six pairs of cause and effects. Then each pair of
students can match the cause and effects together (from the other group).

	 Character Motivation: Reading activities about character motivation and feelings can also be 
	 assigned while reading The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. When doing these reading activities, 
	 it is easiest for students to focus on Huckleberry Finn and Jim since they appear in the novel more 	
	 often. To challenge students, you could focus on some minor characters’ motivations such as the 	
	 King, the Duke, Pap, and Tom Sawyer. Here is an example of a reading lesson for Huckleberry Finn’s 
	 motivation.

1. Pick an event in the novel where it is fairly easy to see why Huckleberry Finn acts the
way he does. A great event to start with would be when Huck Finn fakes his own death.
Present this event to students–maybe even read it again from the novel.
2. Explain to students what the word “motivation” means, and use a simple example from
their own lives. For example, you could say: “What is your motivation for going to
basketball practice every day?” or “What is your motivation for getting an after school
job?” and so on.
3. Now continue with the reading activities and discuss with students Huck Finn’s
motivation for faking his own death in The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. What
motivated him to take such drastic actions for his freedom? Why did he feel like he had
to convince people he was dead?
4. Once students seem to understand character motivation, you can read them more
events from the story, and they can write about the motivations in their reading journals

Reading Activities

CAUSE & EFFECT / CHARACTER MOTIVATION
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READING/ELA

	 Voice and Letter Writing: As Mark Twain tells us in the “Explanatory” at the
	 beginning of Huckleberry Finn’s book, he has written this book with several
	 dialects. In most novels, characters have their own voice. In this novel, they
	 have their own voice and their own dialect. So, a great language arts activity to
	 do with students is to assign them to pick a character from the novel and write
	 a letter in his or her voice. If you have studied the 6 traits of writing, then
	 students will be familiar with the term, “voice.” If not, then you will need to
	 explain how voice is the personality of the character, what the character
	 sounds like to the reader–not just how the character talks.

1. Students should pick a character whom they want to pretend to be when writing 
their letters.
2. Students write a letter, using very little dialect, but trying to match the character’s voice.
You can give them examples such as: Miss Watson would say, “Dear Huckleberry Finn:
It is extremely important for you to attend your lessons each day.” Huckleberry Finn
would say: “Dear Miss Watson: I ain’t comin’ to no stupid lessons.”
3. To continue the language arts activities, once students have written a letter that meets
your expectations using very little dialect, ask them to try it using the same dialect as
Mark Twain does in his novel. As Mark Twain points out in the beginning of Huckleberry
Finn’s novel, he wrote these dialects painstakingly. Explain to students that they need to
take their time, and use the book to help them. These language arts activities should be
for fun and to show how difficult it is to write in dialect.
	
	 Writing a sequel: Since The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn is a sequel to
	 The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, students will be familiar with the way sequels
	 work (not to mention all the sequels with today’s movies and books). Mark
	 Twain leaves an open ending at the end of Huckleberry Finn’s novel. For
	 language arts activities with sequels, you can ask students to write the first
	 chapter of another Huck Finn book or assign them to summarize the plot of
	 another Huck Finn story. They can add new characters or use the ones in the book.

Language Arts Activities

CAUSE & EFFECT / CHARACTER MOTIVATION CONT.
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POST SHOW RESPONSE

We Educate, Enrich and Entertain the lives of children through the magic of 
professional theatre. Please use this guide as a reflection to the performance you have 
seen and send back to BCT so we can make your next experience magical!

Dear (who was your favorite character?) ____________________, 

I am (how old are you?)_______ and I am in the ______ grade at (what 

school do you attend?)__________________. I saw your performance of 

__________________________ on _____(date) _____________(month) ______(year)! 

I thought the play was (how did the play make you feel and why?) _____________

________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________ ______________________________

___________________________. My favorite part of the play was ( what was some-

thing that was real to you?) _____________________________________________. 

I really liked the character because (what made you like them?) _______________

______________________. The set looked like (what did you see?) _____________

__________________. The music sounded like (what did you hear?) ____________

___________________________. Something else I loved about the play was _____

________________________________________. I would really love to see (what is a 

play that you think is fun?)  ____________________________________________

performed next at Birmingham Children’s Theatre. 

Love,

_______________________________________(what is your name?)



THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
QUESTIONS? CONTACT DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION, JESSIE KISOR 

 jessie@bct123.org


